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Performing
Women’'s Suffrage

pectacle was central to the campaign for women's

suffrage in both its law-abiding and militant

branches. It was the first large-scale movement

to use the resources of photography, newspapers
and early newsreels to publicise the Suffrage Cause,

For the militants, the image of the waman stfrage demonsirations wene caretully
chained o the railings or carmed of by the choreographed eeents, reflecting the
pofice was designed 1o shock audiences of canmemparary populasty of pageants and
readers and viewers and galvamise thelr support drawing on the crganisational and artistic
experiise of skilked theaing professonass,
such as Edith Cralg and Sime Seruya, to ceate

demaonstrations with maximam public impact

WiormEn weire al ben
dressad b owhite,

willy purple, white
and Qneen Sashes.
They maschead wnder
embroidered banniens,

withi drum and hle

hands, in groas from

all aher the couniry.

Highly qualified fernala teachers and doctors
drew attention to the fact that despiie thed
praofessional achssvarments and their status as
T -gayineg citinens, than weent still denied the vote

Both the law-abiding suffragists and the
méditant suffrageties staged regular large-scale
demanstrations between 1907 and 1913
Woamen taking to the streets broke the taboos
that still confined them o horme, deaplaed

thi sheer numbens supparting the Caese and
contradicted popular antl-suffrage imagery that
represented them as harridans and shrews.
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Tactics

n 1209 the militant suffragettes  in 1909 the Home
stepped up their campaign Secretary brought THE CAT == MOUSE ACT

in :._. o Sepine
against Liberal Government ks i

FRSSLE Er THE LindwAL COMERMsInT
Privaners wene hald
inaction by breaking windows e e el
of government buildings. whilst & Tubye was
pasted dowm hacal
By 1913 this had escalated to destroying mall in - 4r nres 1o admindster
letterbeomes and arson attacks on unoccupked lhuid food.,
I— bulldings. All tasgets

wiore Chosen o avold B 1315 PR |"||'_:- .
i ' |
eriiancering ke autory aoaing thies form

o TOrure Was S0 Qrest
Arrested and

niafaned & e o THE LIBERAL CAT

Like od L LH S, |
COMTETION CRMinals, Imdroduced wihat El E{THHS 'n‘E lnll"STHI. :
campaigners became known as the KEEP THE LIBERALOUT!

I PNy R e g - =
demanded to be Cat and Mouse Act

trsated as political prisoness, When this was

igroced they retaliated walh bamger Strikes Fmnaciated hunger-strikers wene released in order

o avoid their dying in ousiody. When strendgih
retumed they wens re-amested with no remisssos

of sentence



Key Players

i i PR, =F c1 ifFrsm Ty Talalle % I
1 the early years of suffrage campaigning, many

women paid allegiance to maore than one suffrage

society, believir 1 a variety of approaches was

necessary, Camps polarised as the WSPU, which
began by injecting new vigour into the campaign,
became more autocratic, militant and seemingly

counter-pro d webive in its activities

Women's Freedom League

From Y207 M Charlotte Despard [1844-1939

he=d the breakaeay WEL, Tounded aller a group

L, 115 B

e T )
. The WL apnioach 1o Campalan

B £ xMOrTed

st ooy

Dlare S0 b Free

.

J IS Tl T

FAatic. MOT averse To O

disobedience. Krs De

of ‘passivie resistance” advocaied by Gandhd in

India, rather than incite vinlent law-breaking
WL mambes poined sub-groups ke the Tax
Fesistance League and the 1911 census Doyvoolt.
Mational League ftor

Opposing Women's Sulfrage

I 19 e RLOIAS weas forrmed Ly

arnakpamating twa smaller ‘anti’ groups

Its fugune-head was author of popular novels
Mrs Humphry Ward (1851-1920}. At first a cause
T RS Ty fuipgleala: '||_|||'.:..||5-'_<| DPROsInon |'.|'::-\.-|"|

ndg in disguise, It exposed the feebleness

v L swormens sufl jm e

sard folowed the principle

Mational Union of
Women's Sulffrage Societics

The largest suffrage soclety was tha
constitutional” gr lpw-ablcdEng NLWSS
Thae MLUVSS was borm

wed from severs alder

soceeties drawn togqiether in 16597

Fadical by defimition, the MUY was statesman
ke in its approach 1o suffrage campalgning

relying on feasoned argument to bong bt

votes for women. The unlon was led by

Kirs later Dame] Millicent Fawcett (15947

Women's social
& Political Union

AMpeETed Oy e ey In Wi b Parliarmient pnored
MLIWES initiatives. Emmeline Pankhurst
TASH- 1928} founded the miliitant WSPL in 19403

|

.-. T '
--I|l|="1-|:,' Based in Manchester 15 battle cries

e Wt Tor Women” and "Deadd mot

Al W T3Sk '.lr war Tallownars, Mirs Fanghurst

Was imprsoned and went an hunger sirike
ShE s reteases and re-arrested numearous
e under a “temporay dischange for 8-haalth

Cat and Mouse Act PTSIGN

[ o S [ Fraur i4 .
WHFLI marmbers weere digcribed as wulireg

Ly the Diadty Mail ne ipEr T cistinguist

in pring from law-abéding ‘suffragists



Playwriting for the Vote

Inez Bensusan (187116567

performied sxtensively For IFoaps In Frandae and

1 [t Lt o A wmnfl 14 P Rl FT S
AEE then wioaked with the British Rhane &

wiTIen galmed thi Diasmatic Comipany.

vk in 120, In Bntain

the 500N Dacanms In later vaars, Iner Bensusan settied in Chiswick,
actvvely Imeciyed in y-Toamaing the House of Ares to encouradgs

: H i
runninn the AFL Play theeatre, art and music locally

Teraouir &t thie som, the

Inez Bensusan weant an to 58t uo the Women's n thix
Theatre season at the Ci net Theatre in 1913 e hiiition
With the autbreak of war, she switched baer

enendgies into war work, 8 means of proving

e = " I 1 Tl -l Tk R 1
WEHTIET S BCu Cilimendhin The Wormen's Theatn

AT _——

Cicely Hamillon {1862-1952)

I
AT dIsD

CEEMMAm

published

| ikiz her

-
Tl
LA

Elizabeth Robins (1862-1952)

oy =T i (¥} A ] i
B in Bentucky, UsA she maved 1o Londo

n 18EY and soon ectak 8 Mernnataon as

1 " 5 1Eq f .
d M} AL 'I':\-'\-\._I":I'- fi DETOITING

NE EESOUCing A

She bée mme the st Pregicent

L L - TETe] Tl
Mriters Sulrace League a




Art for Votes’ Sake

hen the late 19th century census returns
confirmed over a million surplus women with
no men to support them, the government
opened schools of art to women.
Sylvia Pankhurst, Ernestine Mills and Olive Hockin
were among thousands who grasped the opportunity
to learn and earn. Art became a valuable tool in
E_|3I1'|T_:l.-!Ir_i|I‘-Ir'I-C__2 ;-:'Il:' '||'1I-"‘.'EII'.I.—'.

Ernestine Mills (1871-1959) Edith Hinchley
Tima studied fine art Postrait miniaturist Edith wrote In
at the Slade Schood The Wode magazine of 12 August 1911,
of furt and enamel The swift response of the waman
an-rretal skills al yriist to the Women's Movement is
Firvibamry Tochnica i Frystery, The dithultees placed
College. Combinad in woamen's professional path make them

art and craft skilfs famminists, Boual citizanship is 3 SLarhsg ong 1o
enabdad her to oreate =-.'!l.!'l.*€-‘i-ll'll2_| e l'.!:"!Z_lll."il.'l'.ll.':-"“ af inderkor status.
jewaliery In sufirage

Compaign coloaers -

Mills exhibated at the Society ol Waormen Artisgs Mary Lowndes (1857-1525)
o wihssh dhe wiak [réshsasner,

Staimeedd glass artist
Mary Lowmises was
chalr of the Artists'
suffrage League,
Members wenp
pralesssional artists
prepared to contribte
tire and talent o the
Lause Many deskgned
muast of the banners,

——

Emily Ford
{1E5D - 1930)

e e
From a Leeds-based family of writers, artists
Olive Hockin (1gai-1935) and suffragists, Artists’ Suffrage League wice
Chairman Emily Ford designed banners and
A Theosaphist, Olive studied at the Slade pasters. Her Chelsea Studio was a haven for
Her wiark was exhibited a2 the Royal Acadermy palitical activists

ancd 1he Watker Gallery, When palice raided
——r i T e

her Motting Hifl s they dewcribed it as
‘& itragente arsenal

' Pamela Colman Smith (ara-1951)
Oliwe wias imprisoned In 19413 for her suspected
part in an arson attack on Roshampton Gol Pixie” Codman Smith was the daughter of an
Clubs and for invoheement in causing damace to American father and a Jamascan mother
i Cirehid Hiouse 51 Kinw Gardent She weirs an artist, theatre cegigners and close
friend of Ellen Terry. Pixbe desigred for Edith
Lraig and Chrs 3 kohn's Pioneser Players and was

responsible for memorable suffrage spactacle

Colman Smiith contributed to the lampoon
Anti-Sutfrege Alphaber compiled by Laurence
Housman and 1o poster desigrs for the Sulfrage
Aredier, The tanatl cards Pixde designed, known as
e Heder-Waile deck, have Bacome the waarlds
best-selling pack

At the Atelier,
professional artists
trained amateurs to
produce Lmphe bt
affective palitical
propaganda, mainly
fioe the WSPLL,




Acting Up!

The Actresses Franchise League

or AFL was formed in December 1908 when
an inswgural meeting was hedd at the Criteron
Hestaurant in Fiocadilly, Well-Knoam acTresses
like Ellen Terry, Madge Rendal and Lena
Ashavell, along with hundeds of rank and file
performers, pledged their suppaort to the cause
off women's suffrage,

This meeting of actresses calls upon
the Government immediately to extend
the franchise to women: that all women
claim the franchise as a necessary

protection for workers under modern . TR o e, e S s o
industrial conditiens, and maintain that
by their labour they have earned the plays a1 numerows evends from maeetings in East
right to this dstarcs’ End Garks' Clulys 1o suflrage bacaars, But their
EIRTRAUBE ULLIOTT activities alig ncluded traming tellow sulfradginsg
in pubdc ypeaking, hosting Gebaled, opaning
Urnver the mel s years, in collaDoratiom with fundralsing galas and even using thall make-up
the Waomsan 'Writers' Suffrags Laague, the AFL skills to help disguise suffragattes on the run

wis respaonsible for writing and staging suffrage  from the police

—
Dame Ellen Terry (1847-1928)

Ellen Terry was a founder mernber of the

AFL, In:-n;‘llng the authority of her name and
standing to |'ur|l'|liqh'_ thee absundety of women's
disenfranchisement. In 1909, she played
RBesloration actress Mamoe Olckhedd in the ariginal
production of A Pagean of Gréal Wameh:

‘By your leave, Nance Oldfield does her
talking for herself]

if you, Sir Prejudice had had your wary,
Thare would be never an actress on

the boards, ..

The stage would be as dull 4% now

'HE MErTy -

Mo Cldfield, Wolfington - or Ellen Terryg!’

Edith Craig (18691947

Edith Craigy was the rI.'...:_1hIr-' of Ellen Terry and
sishier af Echward Goargon Craic), She was a designes
and direcice, responsible far Saging memerous
prochuCtions & How the Vode was Wovr and

A Pageant of Grear Women around the couniry,

She and her partner Christopher 5t fohn
{Christabel Marshall] went on to st up

the Pioneer Players, staging an Innowative
regertaire af playd by women and European
clagsics infe the 1020,

Their hisme at
Srmallbeethe became
a safe-house for

suffragettes on the

run rgem the police




Local Suffrage Activity

FPrincess Sophia Duleep Singh Lilian Lenkton (1891197
[VEG-1040)

Liliam weas a clances
The dasegiter of a dMakarajsh exiled  wiho joined the

from the Punjaly, she lived in a grace  WSPU al the age of

andl Tavour apanment at Faraday 21 after Estening 1o a

Hizusie, Harmptan Court which speech by Ernrnefine

wias provided by her godmaothes, Pankihurst, She began

Cheeery Victaria by smashdng windows

ared was arresbed in

Sophia Became & comimitted Filiruary 1913 on

member of the Tax Hesisianog SLSpICion of selTng

League &1 upin 19059, laken 1o fire to the Tea-House, :

court for non-payment of tax, Kaw Gardens. i

she declared: * If 1 am not a fit
person for the purposes of representation, Forcibby fed in Holloway, she became il with
why should | bee a fit person for Ganation?” pliewrisy coused by ood entering her lundgs

Whien bailelts seized jewellery 1o cover the debs,  The palditical embamrassment of her case caused

Sfraced supporiers Boughl il badck al AucTion, The Csovernument [0 pass the natorious a1 and

ushrug the esent to gain pubslicity for the cause. Mouse ACt

Mary suffrage Liliam weas awarded a Red Cross medal for her
supparters also wiork as @ misrse in World War 1. She laver came
hoyootted the census 1o e in Twickenham

ol 1911, spoilindg their

CEF LS PEIRErTs Wiy
Aatements like:
"M persons harg
:ml:,' wiomen”

Bertrand Russell nerz-1970;

In 190 the
philosopher and

Fench Magazine e
Sl thar this Richimond resicent
;:I i ; . : Eertrand Aussell
lachies ‘must have 3
uriuccesshully

taken leave of thei
CETISLS

L0000 I'-.: ¢ eleclion
on a Women's
Suffrage platfosm
at the Wimnbledon
Parliamentary by

plection, M wife

Kitty Marion (1871-1544)

; - comaributiesd An sy 1o

Kitty was born in Germany but moaid 1o Beitain XSRS
ot the Suffrenge Lok Book

winare s1e worked as a rmwsic hall seteste and

actress. She joined the WiPL! and was arrested

marry times, first for throwing stonsas then fos

her imeolverment in the WSPU arson campalgn

O O D0 [IFESETVE 3
good suffrage speakes,
Ha remmained an
partspoken social oitic,
= and was thee foumcding
I Jurriae 1913, she dand Clars Giveen weere arrested ity ; : :
iy . e Prissicles o the
in Richmand, hawing burmt dodm the Granditand ot
Carmpaign for Mudiean

AL Hurst Padk FacaCours, West Mol 7
i i Dsairnament im 1953,

senlenced 10 INred years’ penal servitude for ths

and thres other fires, she went on hisnger strikea ———=ehme——
Crver her suffrage career she sapeed seven prison
terms, undergoing nearly 200 force-feedings The Lady Frances Ballour (1858-1931)

Fearry Irvbes the aristocracy, she grew up helping
i panents with their many cCampaigng hor Socia
reforrn, Frances marred arcdhitect Eustace Bafour
She fried to persuade his brather, Conservative
Prime Wéndster Arthior
Balfour, to suppart
the cause of women's
sulffracye with limitesd
public succeis,

Ladky Frances became
President of the
London Socety for
Women's Suffrage

and of its branch in Ridhmoesd, Elessed with an
patellent platlhonm woice, shie attended svenis
and rallies throughdut the baraugh
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Contemporary
Responses

The suffrage movement continues to inspire artists,
writers, theatre and film-makers.

slage and Screen

f poal-war period, dramatisations ol Miore recaEntly conl ry playwrighls
e sulfrage strugeale have included Midoge il Crealieg A etk in PRspOnRe 1o the
Msckenaes leqendary BEC 1 SR S utlrige themi

shaonalcler fo Slosnkier in
Franchise League provided an inspiration to

1 e wave of feminist theatre companies in

oreatedt a perionmance

s sy firanettes. as i
SN P

2 B RHebecca Lenksewielr s Her Nareg Sk

o o i Hatson I ok ] ikl

exphonad this Dousntry's
shameful history by

shiowing on stags

The 1866 women's suflrage petition inspired and friagile i
tectile artist Ann Dingsdale in 2001 to create a CORIre e
memiorial wall ha e, 185 Togitlee Coiours ama - sign Fr vied th

1 bexture syml e D Tragmentary cormerstone of modern sociey

——— L T
Faolitics
M DS | i, the commitment and tactics of Groups e Womankind Waorldende comtinue
LR l_:':-:_l-i- T12S remain an Inspirafion [0 PN arournd the wWor d for wWomen s s
far the wiode, stil denied D Women & a sma

n 2009, protesters from the activist group numbser of countnes, but also for women's
Climate Kush super-glued themselves 1o a EIE Y &M SMIDOWSETTNETL. BOF MGre WOrmen

1ale

WeOmmeEn Pawe msae NUgEe e Ares In WFiain

Far mare intormation and resources go to
wwrw suffragotte.org.ul
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